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ABSTRACT: 
The examination of the impact of modern technology on political and social life primarily 

focuses on mediated communication. It is widely accepted that contemporary political and social life 
is largely conducted through various forms of mass media.It explores how different technologies of 
the modern era, such as the printing press, the development of electronic and digital media, and the 
more intricate and interactive nature of present-day social media, affect political and social life. 
Although the study places more emphasis on social media's influence on political life rather than 
social life, it is probable that the findings discussed here can be applied to a broader understanding 
of the media's impact on society and social life. Considering that India is a diverse and sizable 
country, it is expected to have complex political climates. Since the first appearance of Internet 
presence in the political landscape during the 1996 elections, India has witnessed a novel form of 
political campaigning known as "cyber politics," utilizing the Internet and other digital 
technologies.The current study looks at the relationship between social media's use and ascent as 
instruments for Indian political parties' election campaigns. Social media is becoming an important 
campaign tool in the Indian electoral system. Political parties and candidates can more successfully 
and quickly contact a large number of voters with the aid of social media. Social media gives 
political parties and candidates the opportunity to communicate directly with voters about their 
values, objectives, and successes, which increases their sense of involvement in the campaign. 
Keywords: Social Media, Election Campaign, Mediated Communication, Mass Media, Digital 
Technologies 
 

RATIONALE: 

To investigate the Impact of Social Media in Political Campaigns, a mixed-methods approach 

would be effective. This approach would involve combining quantitative analysis, such as surveys 

and content analysis of social media data, to gather numerical data on social media usage patterns 

and political engagement. Qualitative methods, including case studies and content analysis, would be 

employed to delve deeper into the context, strategies, and effects of social media campaigns. 
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Additionally, network analysis could provide insights into the structure and dynamics of online 

political discourse. By triangulating findings from various methodologies, this approach would offer 

a comprehensive understanding of how social media influences political campaigns, encompassing 

both quantitative trends and qualitative insights into communication strategies and public discourse 

dynamics. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE: 

Analyse the effects of social media on campaign strategies, Evaluate the effectiveness of 

specific social media tactics and platforms ,Assess the impact of social media on voters and political 

discourse and Develop recommendations for future political campaigns and regulation.The objective 

of this research is to comprehensively examine the impact of social media on political campaigns. As 

digital platforms continue to reshape the landscape of political communication, understanding the 

multifaceted effects of social media on electoral processes, voter behavior, and democratic discourse 

is crucial. This study aims to elucidate the complexities of this phenomenon by investigating various 

dimensions of social media's influence on political campaigns. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 

1.How does social media usage affect voter engagement and participation in political campaigns? 

2.What are the strategies employed by political candidates to leverage social media platforms for 

their campaigns? 

3.How does the content shared on social media influence public perception of political candidates 

and their policies? 

4.What role does social media play in shaping political discourse and mobilizing support for 

specific candidates or ideologies? 

5.To what extent does social media contribute to the polarization of political views and echo 

chamber effects? 

1.0 INTRODUCTION: 

The use of social media in forming and impacting political campaigns has grown in 

importance in India's modern political scene. The widespread presence and participatory 

characteristics of social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram have 

revolutionized political communication by providing novel channels for participation, information 

sharing, and mobilization. The present introduction looks into the complex influence of social media 

on political campaigns in India, providing insight into the changing dynamic among technology, 

politics, and public opinion. Nowadays, we interact mostly through text and video communications 

on our digital gadgets. Social media has expanded the breadth of communication in the modern 

world. It has influenced and altered the most fundamental norms of communication. According to a 

research published by the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IANIAI) 2019, there are 180 
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million Internet users in India, with 66% of them making direct contact with known or unknown 

people via social media platforms. Social media has changed traditional models of political 

communication by giving politicians direct and fast access to a large and expanded audience. In a 

country as huge and diverse as India, where regional, linguistic, and cultural variety abounds, social 

media provides a uniting platform that crosses geographical boundaries. Political candidates use 

these platforms not merely to communicate their policy perspectives, but also to connect with voters 

in real time, creating a sense of accessibility that was previously unavailable through traditional 

campaign approaches. 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW:  

In the developing landscape of political interaction, the appearance of social media sites 

systems has actually arisen as an effective pressure improving the characteristics of political projects 

as well as involvement. These systems have actually gone beyond geographical constraints, changing 

exactly how prospects communicate with components plus Share their messages. Recognizing the 

importance of this improvement as well as the increasing duty of social media sites in political 

projects is Important for understanding the progressing nature of autonomous Procedures. Political 

campaigns function as crucial moments in democratic systems, providing platforms for candidates to 

express their visions, ideologies, And policy agendas” (Times of India, 2022). Commonly projects 

depended on standard techniques such as rallies, door-to-door brushing plus aired debates to get to 

citizens. Nevertheless the introduction of the electronic age has actually brought in a brand-new 

period defined by the Common impact of social networks systems. Social media site systems such as 

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, as well as YouTube have actually transformed political interaction by 

magnifying Political stories and also allowing real-time involvement in between Prospects as well as 

components. A solitary tweet or message has the Prospective to get to countless individuals quickly 

enabling prospects to get in touch with straight with citizens together with bypass standard 

intermediators. 

2.0 SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Social media facilitates the creation and sharing of information, ideas, career interests, and 

other forms of expression in virtual communities and networks. Importantly, social media provides 

platforms that enable easy information sharing among users. Social media also offers users the 

freedom to modify, comment on, and share content, as well as the capacity to customize their own 

individual profiles on the sites. Besides social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

linkedin and Snapchat, there are other widely applicable social media such as Wikis, blogs, 

microblogging, bookmarking sites, and content communities. However, what distinguishes social 

media from other forms of media is that social media are a group of internet-based applications that 

build on the ideological and technological foundations of Web 2.0 and that allow the creation and 
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exchange of user-generated content. As such, social media provides the opportunity for the public to 

create and distribute content, which is the development trend of the current media landscape. 

Candidates can now establish direct and real-time contact with potential voters at a very low cost 

through digital marketing. Besides, social media used in political campaigns allows for participatory 

engagement and communication. It is no longer just about the candidate; it's about the voters and 

potential volunteers who wish to contribute to the campaign. This devolves a certain measure of 

power from the candidate to the general public, which is seen in the promotional democracy.  

Last but not least, because of the sharing feature of social media, messages from the 

candidate can spread rapidly from person to person and to an extremely large audience base in a way 

that traditional communication tools cannot. This could help in fundraising efforts and raising the 

overall profile and viability of the candidate. Since the 1.3 billion people in India are well over 80% 

literate, from a political point of view, an effective online campaign plays a key role in establishing a 

direct and reliable communication link with a larger voting population, especially urban voters, as 

well as an up-to-date and actual political profile. 

3.0 IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS: 

The importance of political campaigns lies not only in the capacity to communicate ideas, 

opinions, and programs to the public, but also in the inclination for political leaders to develop and 

implement policies and programs once in office. Political campaigns and electioneering have been 

held to be an essential process in the development and maintenance of democratic systems. Such 

campaigns provide opportunities for candidates to distinguish themselves from their rivals and to 

present themselves as fit and qualified for leadership. Over the years, political campaigns have 

evolved from simple paper and word of mouth communication to a heavily technology and media-

driven process. In the current digital age, a significant amount of political discourse and information 

is being conveyed to the public through the internet and social media. Technology has undoubtedly 

transformed the way in which political campaigns are run, and it is therefore crucial for political 

campaigners and scholars alike to understand the impact this has had on the democratic process. The 

importance of social media in political campaigns and its democratizing role has been exemplified by 

the fact that it brings tools which were formerly available only to trained professionals or a limited 

audience, such as the use of big data and machine learning control. Profiling and targeting users in 

social media platforms, particularly in the context of election campaigns, has raised questions and 

debates surrounding the ethical use of systematic profiling and intentionally creating 'filter bubbles' 

which can lead to distorting public opinion and the public's right to explore or access different ideas. 

When seeking an ethical framework and the regulation of election campaigning, the balance between 

justifiable limitations and the freedom to exercise democratic rights has to be carefully considered in 

light of the digital era of campaigning we are now entering. 
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4.0 ROLE OF TRADITIONAL MEDIA AND DIGITAL MEDIA IN POLITICAL 

CAMPAIGNS: 

Traditional media includes newspapers and television, whereas digital media includes social 

media and other forms of political communication that are created or shared online, such as text 

messages, instant messages, social media posts, and emails. Throughout the years, the importance of 

digital media in political campaigns has increased, as social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter 

and WhatsApp have become an intrinsic part of the daily lives of millions of users. Users with social 

media accounts can now follow the latest developments in politics in real time, share information 

with other users and offer their instant feedback and online support for a political party or candidate 

of their choice. Traditional media is known for its linear communication model, where a sender 

(journalists, editors and publishers) distributes information through a channel (newspapers, TV, 

radio) to the masses. People receive the information, often in a one-way street, and help to shape the 

thoughts of the population as it filters through traditional media. On the other hand, online users can 

create and distribute content; they may bypass the traditional gatekeepers of knowledge, such as 

editors and publishers, and share their own political interpretations and opinions with global 

audiences. This is a crucial feature in the study of digital politics; the two-way communication model 

of online media, with its 24/7, user-led productivity and flows of political information, provides new 

opportunities and challenges for political scientists and policy makers. 

5.0 IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA HAS INFLUENCED POLITICAL LEADERS AND 

THEIR CAMPAIGN:  

Social media has influenced the political campaign in a tremendous way. The political leaders 

are connected with millions of people. Social media has helped the political leader to flash out his 

work and policies among the people to get the actual response and to know the needs and 

suggestions of the people. The best thing about social media is that there is no any region or area like 

words and mouth to mouth to spread. One can flash out that only own wish and millions of people 

are connect with the political leader in every micro second through smart phones, internet and it 

helps to get the each and every activity of leader. Today's leader like Shri Narendra Modi, the Prime 

Minister of India is fully utilizing the veracity of social media. During their campaigns, he fully 

utilized the social media. As per the survey done by various marketing research agencies, in 2014 he 

had got the 13% more votes than that of 2009. Not only PM Narendra Modi but the opposing party 

leader like Shri Arvind Kejriwal also used the social media and the particular election of 2013 for 

Delhi is the best example where Shri Arvind Kejriwal has won the 31 seats out of 70 and by 

observing the growth chart of the votes of opposing and ruling party, everyone has to agree that the 

one of the big role must be played by the social media. So like above leaders, many of the leader in 

India also started using the social media. So the most important thing which is to observe is that 
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during the campaign, how much the political leaders have spent on the social media means the digital 

advertisement cost. So by observing the data of 4–5 years and as per the report published by the 

Election Commission of India there it gets that during the Lok Sabha election, the amount of money 

was spent on digital advertisement that is nearly Rs. 3 crore and even then, that amount is salutary 

and upright for the digital political leaders as compare to that of 2013; that amount will round about 

to Rs. 2.4 crore. But really and astonishing amount would be Rs. 3 crore? So its infancy, the social 

media is not too shapely sector but in the coming years, it will boom in India and who masters your 

mind is going to be succeed. Also one controversial point must be noted that high amount of money 

will invest and in election the ruling party has invest more and it will result that the such digital 

marketing Cole’s will making the money by showing the favor in showing the political sides. But the 

one thing we can cannot accept that digital marketing side must show the views of one party；it 

should be unbiased and show the equivalent views of another parties. So like, leaders are using as it 

identifies before and after seeing all views and stats, the Election Commission has introduced the 

unique feed to the citizens in which they can see the each and every expense incurred by the political 

leader’s poly and it's all about in the digital means of advertising. 

5.1 POSITIVE IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA: 

 Increased Accessibility and Engagement: Social media platforms provide political candidates 

a direct and rapid way to communicate with a varied audience across geographical and 

demographic lines. This increased accessibility encourages more participation by allowing 

politicians to discuss their ideas, plans, and goals directly with voters. 

 Real-time Communication: Social media's interactive nature allows political candidates and 

voters to communicate in real time. This direct engagement serves to humanize politicians, 

making them more accessible to the people. Politicians may quickly reply to concerns, 

questions, and critiques, resulting in a more vibrant and honest political conversation. 

 Mobilization of Youth: Social media has shown to be a tremendous instrument for mobilizing 

and energizing India's youth population. Political campaigns use media such as Instagram, 

Twitter, and Snapchat to reach and engage younger voters, urging them to join in the political 

process and express their opinions. 

 Community Building: Online platforms make it easier to create virtual communities with 

similar political interests and concerns. This feeling of community encourages collaborative 

action and political involvement, resulting in a more educated and engaged voter. 

5.2 NEGATIVE IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA: 

 Dissemination of False Information: The quick dissemination of false information is one of 

the biggest problems with social media in politics. Convoluted stories, hearsay, and edited 

material have a tendency to spread quickly, swaying public perception and warping political  
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dialogue. 

 Filter bubbles and echo chambers: Content that supports users' preexisting opinions and 

preferences is frequently shown to them by social media algorithms, leading to the formation of 

these phenomena. This may increase division among voters, preserve preexisting prejudices, 

and restrict exposure to different viewpoints. 

 Online Manipulation and fake Accounts: To attack opponents or sway narratives, political 

campaigns may turn to online conversation manipulation and the creation of false accounts. 

This calls into question the integrity of the democratic process and erodes the legitimacy of 

onlineinteractions.  

 Data exploitation and privacy concerns: Political campaigns may collect and use personal 

information without sufficient consent when using data analytics for targeted advertising. 

Individuals' rights to privacy may be violated by this data exploitation, which may also damage 

public confidence in the democratic process. 

6.0 IMPACT ON VOTER DECISION MAKING AND TRUST IN POLITICAL 

MESSAGING ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

In India, social media has a huge influence on voters' choices, greatly altering the election 

environment. The quick development of social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp 

has changed the way people share and use political information. Nowadays, voters have never-

before-seen access to a wide range of viewpoints, candidate biographies, and real-time updates. Due 

to the brief nature of social media material, message must be kept simple and frequently concentrates 

on party platforms, salient problems, and candidate profiles. Political parties can influence voter 

perceptions by customizing their messaging to appeal to particular groups, such as socioeconomic, 

cultural, or geographical differences, by utilizing micro-targeting tactics. On the other hand, the 

dissemination of false information and fake news calls into question the veracity of political 

discourse. Voters who are still indecisive may be swayed by dramatic or emotionally charged 

messages due to the viral nature of social media material. 

Social media's interactive features facilitate direct communication between candidates and 

voters, creating a feeling of community. However, because users are exposed to material that 

confirms their current opinions, echo chambers may exacerbate political division. Voters must 

navigate a world where it may be difficult to discern between factual and false information, making 

trust in political message a crucial problem.It has a revolutionary and challenging effect on Indian’s 

faith in political messages. On the one hand, these platforms give voters a direct line of connection 

for political communication while also offering a variety of viewpoints, real-time updates, and 

interactions with candidates. Nonetheless, there is a crisis of confidence in political communications 

due to the ease with which false information circulates on social media. Modified material, false 
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narratives, and fake news can taint political actors’ information. Accuracy frequently suffers from 

the quick spread of dramatic or emotionally charged content, making it difficult for voters to 

distinguish fact from fiction. This decline in confidence is especially worrisome since it threatens 

democracy and makes people doubt the veracity of political discourse. 

The dynamic and expansive social media ecosystem presents obstacles for attempts to control 

and suppress disinformation. For legislators, finding a balance between the right to free speech and 

the necessity of responsible communication is a challenging challenge. To restore and preserve 

public confidence in political message on social media in India, it is imperative that political 

organizations prioritize measures aimed at improving media literacy and fact-checking, as well as 

open communication. In the end, maintaining the integrity of political debate and the maintenance of 

faith in the democratic process will need constant adaptation to the changing digital reality. 

7.0 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF NATIONAL VS. LOCAL CMPAIGNS NATIONAL 

CAMPAIGNS: 

 Their scale, focusing on overarching themes and the leadership of prominent national figures, 

characterizes national political campaigns in India. These campaigns address major national concerns 

such as economic policies, foreign relations, and social issues. Party loyalty is a significant factor, 

and voters often align with the broader ideology and national agenda, influenced by the popularity of 

the national leader. National campaigns operate on substantial budgets, allowing for extensive 

advertising and nationwide events. While these campaigns foster a sense of a united national identity, 

the accessibility of the national leader to the average voter remains limited; contributing to a 

dynamic where party loyalty plays a crucial role in decision-making. 

 Focus on overarching themes, national issues, and the leadership of the political party at the 

central level. Target a broad demographic across states and regions. 

 Emphasize the party's vision, flagship policies, and the leadership qualities of the national 

figurehead. Use mass media and large-scale events to reach a nationwide audience. 

 Operate on a larger scale with substantial budgets, allowing for extensive media coverage, 

advertising, and nationwide rallies. 

 Local political campaigns in India are pivotal, addressing hyper-local issues and engaging 

voters at the grassroots level. These campaigns emphasize candidate-centric strategies, prioritizing 

accessibility, and grassroots communication. Candidate’s focus on community-specific challenges 

like healthcare, education, and infrastructure, tailoring messages to resonate with the unique socio-

cultural fabric of their constituencies. Resource-constrained yet impactful, local campaigns rely on 

door-to-door canvassing, town hall meetings, and targeted advertising to connect with voters on a 

personal level. The individual candidate's popularity, qualifications, and commitment to local  

concerns play a significant role in influencing voters' decisions. 
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 Tailored to address specific regional concerns, local candidates, and issues pertinent to the 

particular constituency. Aim to resonate with the unique socio-cultural and economic landscape 

of a given area. 

 Prioritize personalized communication, focusing on the candidate's accessibility, understanding 

of local issues, and proposed solutions. Utilize grassroots methods, door-to-door campaigning, 

and local media. 

 Typically more localized and resource-constrained, relying on community engagement, smaller 

events, and targeted advertising. 

8.0 LIMITATIONS OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS: 

 The limitations of social media on political campaigns are that the real impact of political 

message can only be understood, especially in a country like India, through direct, personal, and 

inter-subjective engagement, rather than virtual public sphere, because in a diverse society each 

identity tends to choose and interpret and behave differently to each political message. Also, social 

media can only help to an extent that the message is shared and seen by the people, but it will never 

influence the existing conditioned citizen. Social media is a tool to spread information among the 

society. However, the existence bias in the user pattern means that the information might only within 

certain groups or serve to reinforce the existing power, rather than encouraging participation. These 

groups may be different in terms of class, region, ideology and language-used. For example, 

compared to the report from the India Today’s news, the percentage of social media users actively 

involved in political discussion is much lower than the total population of India, and most of them 

are from upper class and middle class people, while in rural area, the peasant is almost politically 

inactive on social media.  

 Although nowadays many people use social media more than read the newspaper, watch TV 

and attend political rallies, the middle-aged and elderly people are very significant in terms of voting 

because they are more likely to vote. Therefore, the potential "pool" of supporter on social media 

audience is quite different, both demographically and in terms of the level of political activism from 

those that can be attracted by face-to-face personalized campaign. This is well illustrated by the 

statistics that, the Bhartiya Janta Party won the largest share of social media conversation in 2014 

Lok Sabha election. 

9.0 SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORM THAT IS BEST FOR INDIAN POLITICIANS: 

 In India, social media has become a crucial component of politics. Politicians around the 

nation have come to understand how social media can be used to connect with voters and 

disseminate their message. India, home to more than 1.3 billion people, is the second-largest internet 

market globally, making it a crucial arena for political contestants on social media. The greatest 

social media site for Indian politicians will be discussed in this article, along with data that compares  
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Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and other Indian social media sites. 

 In India, Facebook holds the highest user base, with over 410 million active users as of 2021. 

Politicians may interact with their people on this platform, express their thoughts, and raise 

awareness for their initiatives. Facebook is the most widely used social media network among 

Indian political parties, per a Lok Niti -CSDS poll. According to the poll, Facebook pages are 

owned by 85% of political parties in India. 

 As of 2021, Instagram had over 210 million active users in India, making it a significant social 

networking site. It is an image-based platform ideal for exchanging pictures and videos. 

Instagram is a useful tool for politicians to interact with younger people and present their 

personalities. Instagram is used by 45% of urban Indian internet users between the ages of 18 

and 35, according to an Ipsos poll.  

 Twitter is a widely used social media medium by Indian politicians. It's an excellent way to 

interact with people and provide brief updates. A study conducted by Lok Niti-CSDS found 

that 78% of Indian political parties use Twitter. In India, there are more than 18 million active 

Twitter users as of 2021. 

 With more than 448 million active users as of 2021, YouTube is the second-largest search 

engine in the world as well as a well-liked social media platform in India. Politicians may post 

speeches, rally footage, and other political information on this fantastic site. 46% of urban 

Indian internet users between the ages of 18 and 35 use YouTube, per an Ipsos poll. 

In addition to Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube, politicians may reach out to 

Indian voters on additional social media sites. Among these sites are LinkedIn, TikTok, and 

WhatsApp. In India, WhatsApp is the most widely used messaging service, with more than 400 

million users as of 2021. Politicians may communicate with citizens in their district and disseminate 

campaign information using WhatsApp. The short-form video sharing software TikTok is well-liked 

among younger voters. TikTok is used by 26% of urban Indian internet users between the ages of 18 

and 35, according to an Ipsos poll. Politicians may interact with journalists, influencers, and other 

politicians on LinkedIn, a professional networking site. 

10.0 IMPACT ON DIGITAL MEDIA ON 2019 INDIAN GENERAL ELECTION: A CASE 

STUDY: 

 In comparison to the Indian general election campaign of 2014, the 2019 campaign made 

extensive use of digital media. The ruling Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) lost the first mover advantage, 

and other political parties increased their use of digital media for campaigning. The majority of 

political parties have a social media presence before to the 2019 election. A further development in 

the 2019 election was the formation of separate social media teams by politicians. With three 

WhatsApp groups purportedly for each of India's more than 90,000 voting places and 1.2 million 
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social media volunteers, the BJP was still ahead of the curve, nevertheless. Also incredibly popular 

was the Namo app, which tracked all of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's election actions.The 

number of internet users in India increased in tandem with political parties’ greater use of digital 

media. By the end of 2018, there were over 550 million internet users in India, according to the 

report. The increase is the result of a continuous increase in cellphone users, who beat one billion in 

2018. There was also the issue of mobile data costs. A gigabyte (GB) of mobile data costs US$0.26  

 ($0.35) in India, US$12.37 ($16.86) in the US, US$6.66 ($9.08) in the UK, and an average of 

US$8.53 ($11.63) worldwide, according to the British Broadcasting Corporation. The Reliance Jio 

phone offers 8 GB of data per month at discounted rates, which significantly enhances the quality of 

access and provides users with enough bandwidth to search the internet for political information. 

With 280 million users, Jio was the third-largest telecom provider in India at the end of 2018, two 

years after its debut. The namo app was also pre-installed on every Jio smartphone. In total, there had 

been a 21% rise in internet users and a 24% increase in the number of active social media users 

compared to 2018. India placed second internationally in terms of the year-over-year increase in 

social media users, with a 24 per cent increase from 2018 to 2019. 

Growth of Digital Media in India 

Source: Simon Kemp,‘Digital 2019: Global Digital Overview’2019. 
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 The extent to which social media has influenced politics has been overstated is one of the 

questions that has to be answered. For example, a negative association between the actual election 

results and the projected outcomes based on social media use in South India, the region with the 

greatest percentage of users of whatsapp, Facebook, Twitter, and youtube. Even in states with a 

smaller social media following, the BJP prevailed throughout the Hindu region. According to survey 

data from the Lok Niti study "Social Media & Political Behavior," social media alone would not 

have been a factor in the BJP's victory in the 2019 election. However, the report also notes that social 

media was crucial in raising public awareness of government actions like the airstrike on a terrorist 

camp in Pakistan's Balakot in February 2019 and proposed programs like the Nyuntam Aay Yojana 

(Minimum Income Guarantee Scheme) [NYAY] by the Congress. Compared to non-users, those who 

were engaged on social media were more aware of these. Consequently, it is impossible to dispute 

social media's influence on campaigning, even while its involvement in the final election result is 

debatable. The "second order" effect of digital media, which influenced how political figures were 

framed and the offline election campaign was run, was something that the Lok Niti study 

undervalued. 

11.0 CONCLUSION: 

 Social media has really changed how politicians in India run their campaigns. It lets them talk 

directly to people, share information quickly, and connect on a personal level. But it also has some 

problems like spreading wrong information and making people think in extreme ways. We need to 

find a balance between letting people talk freely and making sure things are fair. As social media 

keeps growing, it keeps changing how politicians’ campaign in India. It's like a big and evolving tool 

that they use to reach out to voters and share their messages. 

 Moreover, qualitative insights into individual sentiment and emotional responses to campaign 

content shed light on the nuanced dynamics of voter engagement and persuasion in the digital realm. 

Positive interactions and engagement with campaign messaging emerge as crucial determinants of 

voter attitudes and perceptions, emphasizing the importance of authenticity and resonance in political 

communication strategies.Social media has had a significant and broad influence on political 

campaigns in India. Political communication has changed dramatically as a result of these digital 

platforms, which have made it possible for politicians to communicate with voters directly, spread 

their thoughts, and rally supports in ways that were before unthinkable.  Social media's expanded 

accessibility and reach constitute a major component of this influence. Regardless of regional 

limitations, political parties and politicians may now reach a large audience throughout the nation. 

This has somewhat democratized the political process by giving independent candidates and even 

minor parties a platform and a voice in the media. 
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12.0 WAY FORWARD: 

Social media has revolutionized political campaigning in India, offering unprecedented 

opportunities and challenges. Its impact lies in its ability to swiftly disseminate information, mobilize 

supporters, and shape public opinion. Political parties utilize platforms like Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, and WhatsApp to reach voters directly, bypassing traditional media channels. However, 

the Indian context presents unique challenges. While social media allows for broader outreach, it also 

amplifies misinformation and fake news, leading to polarization and manipulation of public 

discourse. The spread of hate speech and divisive narratives has heightened social tensions and 

threatened democratic values. 

Moving forward, a balanced approach is necessary to harness the potential of social media 

while mitigating its negative effects. Political parties must prioritize transparency and 

accountability in their online campaigns, actively combat misinformation, and promote digital 

literacy among voters. Regulation frameworks should be strengthened to ensure responsible use of 

social media platforms, safeguarding the integrity of electoral processes. 

REFERENCES: 

1.https://youtu.be/sdmbfsaxybq?Feature=shared 

2.https://mmbgims.com/the-impact-of-social-media-on-election-campaigns/ 

3.https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/are-social-media-platforms-ready-record-

elections 2024/article67729449.ece 

4."The 2014 Indian Elections: A Social Media Story" by Gulrez Sheikh 

5."Social Media and Politics in India: Change is Here" by Ankur Sarin and Vandana Sandhir 

6."Social Media in South India" by Elonnai Hickok and Kavitha Muralidharan 

7.Https://www.kas.de/en/web/politikdialog-asien/single-title/-/content/the-impact-of-digital-

media-on-the-2019-indian-general-election 

8.Bennett, W. L., & Segerberg, A. (2013). The Logic of Connective Action: Digital Media and 

the Personalization of Contentious Politics. Cambridge University Press 

9.Towner, T. L. (2018). Social Media and Political Campaigning: The Impact on Political 

Discourse. Journal of Political Marketing, 17(4), 359-380. 

  


