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Abstract: 
India and Bangladesh share a complex and evolving relationship shaped by history, 

geography, and geopolitics. Since Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, both nations have 
maintained diplomatic, economic, and security partnerships, yet challenges such as border 
management, trade imbalances, and water-sharing disputes persist. This research paper provides an 
in-depth analysis of India-Bangladesh relations, focusing on key research questions, literature 
review, case studies on trade, water-sharing, and border issues, as well as methodology and policy 
recommendations. Using qualitative research methods, including document analysis and expert 
opinions, this study aims to evaluate the strengths, challenges, and future prospects of the bilateral 
relationship. 
 

1. Introduction: 

1.1 Background and Significance: 

India and Bangladesh share a 4,096-km-long border, making it India’s longest international 

boundary. The relationship between the two nations is deeply rooted in historical, cultural, and 

economic ties. India played a critical role in Bangladesh’s independence war in 1971, supporting the 

liberation movement and providing military assistance. Over the decades, the relationship has 

evolved through various phases, marked by cooperation, conflicts, and diplomatic negotiations. 

Bangladesh is strategically significant to India, serving as a crucial partner for regional 

connectivity and trade. India has been instrumental in Bangladesh’s infrastructure and energy 

development, while Bangladesh provides India with transit routes to its northeastern states. However, 

disputes over border management, illegal migration, water-sharing (particularly the Teesta River), 

and trade imbalances remain contentious issues. Understanding the nature of India-Bangladesh 

relations is essential for fostering peace, economic growth, and stability in South Asia. 
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1.2 Research Questions: 

This research seeks to address the following questions: 

1. How have India-Bangladesh relations evolved since Bangladesh’s independence in 

1971? 

2. What are the key areas of cooperation and conflict between the 

two nations? 

3. How do case studies on trade relations, the Teesta water dispute, and border security 

illustrate the complexities of the bilateral relationship? 

4. What strategies can be adopted to enhance diplomatic, economic, and security ties 

between India and Bangladesh? 

2. Literature Review: 

2.1 Historical Context: 

Chakrabarty (2012) explores India’s role in Bangladesh’s independence and the early 

years of diplomatic engagement. The 1972 Treaty of Friendship laid the foundation for 

bilateral relations, but political shifts in both countries influenced the trajectory of their 

relationship. 

2.2 Economic and Trade Relations: 

Rahman (2018) highlights India’s position as Bangladesh’s second-largest trading partner, 

with trade volumes exceeding $18 billion in 2022. However, the study also points out the trade 

imbalance favoring India, leading to calls for better market access for Bangladeshi products. 

2.3 Border Security and Migration Issues: 

Saha (2020) examines border tensions, illegal migration, and smuggling. While the Land 

Boundary Agreement (LBA) of 2015 resolved long-standing enclave disputes, security concerns 

persist. 

2.4 Water-Sharing and Environmental Challenges 

Mukherjee (2019) discusses the Teesta River dispute and its impact on bilateral relations. 

Water-sharing agreements remain a sensitive issue, affecting agriculture and regional stability. 

2.5 Theoretical Framework: 

This study applies realism and liberalism theories of international relations. Realism explains 

the strategic and security interests behind India’s foreign policy, while liberalism highlights 

economic cooperation and regional frameworks that promote stability. 

3. Research Methodology: 

3.1 Research Design: 

The study employs a qualitative research approach using case study analysis, document 

review, and expert interviews. 
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3.2 Data Collection Methods: 

1. Document Analysis: Review of treaties, official government reports, and trade 

agreements. 

2. Case Study Method: Examination of trade relations, water-sharing disputes, and 

border security issues. 

3. Expert Interviews: Insights from foreign policy analysts, economists, and security 

experts. 

3.3 Limitations 

• Dependence on publicly available government reports may limit access to classified 

diplomatic information. 

• Potential political biases in official sources. 

4. Case Studies: 

4.1 Case Study 1: Trade and Economic Cooperation: 

India and Bangladesh have a growing trade partnership, with bilateral trade exceeding $18 

billion in 2022. India exports raw materials, automobiles, and pharmaceuticals, while Bangladesh 

exports garments, seafood, and jute products. However, Bangladesh faces a trade deficit, leading 

to calls for reduced tariffs and improved market access. Initiatives such as the India-Bangladesh 

Free Trade Agreement (under negotiation) aim to address these concerns. 

4.2 Case Study 2: The Teesta River Dispute: 

The Teesta River is a major water source for Bangladesh’s agriculture sector. Although the 

1996 Ganges Water Treaty established a framework for water-sharing, the Teesta issue remains 

unresolved. Bangladesh demands a larger share of the river’s flow, but India’s internal political 

dynamics— particularly opposition from West Bengal—have stalled negotiations. The failure to 

resolve this dispute has led Bangladesh to explore alternative partnerships, including China’s 

water infrastructure projects. 

4.3 Case Study 3: Border Management and Security Issues: 

The India-Bangladesh border has seen tensions due to illegal migration, human trafficking, 

and smuggling. The 2015 Land Boundary Agreement successfully resolved enclave disputes, 

improving diplomatic relations. However, cross-border crime remains a challenge, necessitating 

stronger 

 border security cooperation and intelligence-sharing between the Border Security Force (BSF) of 

India and the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB). 

5. Challenges and Opportunities: 

5.1 Challenges: 

• Water-sharing Disputes: The Teesta issue remains unresolved. 
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• Trade Imbalances: Bangladesh faces a trade deficit with India. 

• Border Security Issues: Smuggling and illegal migration continue to pose challenges. 

• China’s Growing Influence: China’s investments in Bangladesh raise strategic concerns for India. 

5.2 Opportunities: 

• Infrastructure Development: India has invested in connectivity projects such as the Maitree 

Express and inland waterways. 

• Energy Cooperation: Joint ventures in power generation, including the Rampal Power Plant. 

• Regional Integration: Strengthening SAARC and BIMSTEC to promote economic and diplomatic 

ties. 

6. Conclusion and Policy Recommendations: 

6.1 Conclusion: 

India and Bangladesh share a historically deep and strategically vital relationship. While 

trade, security, and diplomacy have strengthened ties, unresolved disputes such as the Teesta 

water-sharing issue and trade imbalances continue to pose challenges. However, the commitment 

of both governments to dialogue and cooperation presents opportunities for future stability. 

6.2 Policy Recommendations: 

1. Finalizing the Teesta Water-Sharing Agreement through regional and bilateral 

negotiations. 

2. Enhancing Trade Balance by reducing non-tariff barriers and improving access to 

Indian markets for Bangladeshi goods. 

3. Strengthening Border Security Cooperation through joint patrols and intelligence-

sharing. 

4. Promoting People-to-People Ties through cultural and educational exchanges. 

5. Expanding Regional Integration via SAARC and BIMSTEC to foster economic and 

diplomatic ties. 
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