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Abstract:

The Constitution of India, a document that stands as a monument to the persistent pursuit of
Justice, equality, and democracy, is largely acknowledged to Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar for having the
vision that inspired its construction. This study dives thoroughly into the life and philosophy of Dr.
Ambedkar, charting his development from an untouchability sufferer to a key figure in the creation of
the Indian Constitution. The philosophical view on life of Dr. Ambedkar is also examined in the
paper. It sheds light on how many of the fundamental ideas in the Constitution—which serve as the
cornerstone for the largest democracy in the world in the United States—were inspired by his own
experiences.This article's goal is to recognise Dr. Ambedkar's contributions to society and to
emphasise the importance of his inspirational leadership throughout the creation of a constitution
that ensures everyone's rights to justice and equality. This article will try to fully explain Dr.
Ambedkar's contribution to the creation of the Indian Constitution. We want to emphasise the
indelible impression he made on India's constitutional framework by conducting an in-depth
investigation of his life, the academic works he produced, and the contacts he had with his
contemporaries.
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Introduction:

The ascent of India to the status of an independent, socialist, secular, and democratic republic
has been significantly influenced by the life and beliefs of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar. As a child, Dr.
Ambedkar struggled because he was born in 1891 into a society that discriminated against people of
lower castes. He overcame these problems, though, and went on to educate himself at some of the
world's most prestigious schools, setting himself up for future success.

His personal experiences with India's unfair caste system and his in-depth study of law and
government made him determined to get rid of all kinds of unfair social conditions. As India was

about to become free from British rule, it was hard to write a constitution that both reflected the
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hopes of its diverse population and addressed the deep-seated social problems. During this very
important time, Dr. Ambedkar was chosen to lead the committee writing the Indian Constitution
because he deeply understood social justice and was dedicated to equality.

The Constitution was a game-changer thanks to Dr. Ambedkar's leadership. Its goal was to
create not only a political democracy but also a social and economic one. He dreamed of a country
where everyone had the same rights and not just a few people did. His influence can be seen in the
preamble to the Constitution, which says that it will protect justice, liberty, equality, and brotherhood
for all its citizens.

Review of Literature:

Ghosh, S. (1998).Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: The Architect of the Indian Constitution. India
Publications in New Delhi. Ghosh's important work gives a full account of Dr. Ambedkar's role in
writing the Constitution. It goes into detail about the philosophical ideas that drove his vision and
how his own life had a huge impact on the Constitution.

Menon, A. & Raghavan, P. (2005).Contours of Social Justice: Ambedkar's Vision and Its
Realization. The East India Press is in Kolkata. These authors, Menon and Raghavan, talk about how
the Constitution changes things, focusing on how it works to promote social justice. They talk about
Ambedkar's foresight in making sure that historically disadvantaged groups had rights.

Deshpande, R. (2010).7he Making of the Constitution: Leaders, Debates, and Controversies.
The Bharat Book House in Mumbai. Deshpande gives a thorough account of the many problems Dr.
Ambedkar had to deal with while writing the Constitution. The book talks about the talks and
compromises that were needed to make sure that India had a strong, democratic, and open system.

Varma, K. (2015).Untouchability to Equality: Ambedkar's Crusade. Chennai: Press South.
Varma tells the storey of Dr. Ambedkar's never-ending fight against caste and "untouchability." It
shows how his personal battles had deep roots in the Constitution, which was written to get rid of
these kinds of social problems.

Objectives of paper:
» Historical Context and Personal Journey.
» Philosophical Underpinnings of Dr. Ambedkar's Vision.
» Challenges and Controversies.
» Legacy and Modern-Day Relevance.
HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND PERSONAL JOURNEY OF DR. BHIM RAO
AMBEDKAR
Historical Context:
India was a confusing mash-up of ancient customs, British control, and rising nationalist

ambitions during the late 1800s and the early 1900s. The repressive caste system and the dominance
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of the British Empire were obstacles in the way of the nation's attempts to define itself. In this
situation, a leader arose who would question social norms and guide India toward progress.
Personal Journey:

Early Life:

Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar was born on April 14, 1891, in Mhow, a tiny military settlement in
the Central Provinces, or what is now Madhya Pradesh. He belonged to the "Mahar" group, a Dalit
caste that endured a great deal of prejudice. Being raised in a society that saw him as "untouchable,"
Ambedkar had to deal with racism all the time. At school, he had to sit outside of class, and in public
places, he and his community were often not allowed to use the water fountains.

Education and Awakening:

Despite all these issues, Dr. Ambedkar recognised the value of education from an early age.
He obtained scholarships to study at the esteemed Columbia University in New York and afterwards
at the London School of Economics because he was motivated to attend college. While he was
overseas, he gained knowledge of Western concepts like social justice, democracy, and philosophy.
These years had a significant influence on how he perceived the world and strengthened his resolve
to defend the rights of those who were being oppressed back home.

Return to India and Advocacy:

When Dr. Ambedkar returned to India, he firmly opposed the caste system and devoted
himself to enhancing Dalits' quality of life. He organised the Dalit community and established
schools, publications, all the while emphasising the value of education and political participation. He
argued that the traditional Hindu scriptures supported caste systems and called for a major change in
Hindu society.

Political Participation:

People took note of Dr. Ambedkar's work. When India became independent, he was chosen to
serve as the committee's chairman and as the nation's first law minister. He was in charge;therefore
the concepts of justice, equality, and fraternity were everywhere in the Constitution.

Legacy:

Dr. Ambedkar gave up the Hindu caste system and became a Buddhist in 1956. He helped
many Dalits convert to Buddhism and gave them access to a new, caste-free path of spirituality. On
December 6, 1956, he passed away not long after, but his contributions as the chief architect of the
Indian Constitution and a supporter of social justice endured.

PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF DR. AMBEDKAR'S VISION:

More than just a politician and a judge, Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar was a leader. He was also a

profound thinker whose worldview was founded on his pursuit of social justice, equality, and human

rights. His scholarly pursuits and firsthand encounters with caste-based prejudice gave him a singular

IRJHIS2506015 | International Research Journal of Humanities and Interdisciplinary Studies (IRJHIS) | 119



www.irjhis.com ©2025 IRJHIS | Volume 6, Issue 6, June 2025 | ISSN 2582-8568 | Impact Factor 8.031

perspective on the world that forever altered India's social and political environment. The following
are a some of Dr. Ambedkar's most significant philosophical principles:
1. Social Democracy as a Way of Life:

Without social democracy, political democracy will not be complete, according to Dr.
Ambedkar. He regarded social democracy as standing for the values of liberty, equality, and
fraternity, which he considered to be the most significant aspects of existence. He said that if caste
structures and socioeconomic inequalities do not change, political democracy would continue to be
an illusion for many people.

2. Annihilation of Caste:

One of Ambedkar's most significant publications, "Annihilation of Caste," criticised the
conventional Hindu caste structure and emphasised the necessity to abolish it. He maintained that
society should be based on equality and freedom, and that people should be judged on their skills
rather than their caste.

3. Education as a Tool of Empowerment:

Education, according to Dr. Ambedkar, is the finest approach to aid the underprivileged and
the key to transforming both individuals and communities. He asserted that education empowered
individuals to combat unfair systems and create an egalitarian society.

4. Religion and Morality:

Although Dr. Ambedkar opposed religious dogmas that encouraged discrimination, he
believed that religion served as a moral compass that guided individuals in how to behave in
society. He investigated a variety of faiths before settling on Buddhism because he believed it
would help him to be logical, moral, and just.

5. Women's Rights and Emancipation:

The Constitution, in Ambedkar's opinion, is more than merely a collection of laws. He viewed
it as a means of transforming society. He viewed the Indian Constitution as a means of making
amends for past wrongs and creating a society that is equitable, inclusive, and equal for everyone.
6. Constitution as a Social Document:

Ambedkar saw the Constitution to be more than a collection of laws. He considered it a
means of altering society. He saw the Indian Constitution to make up for wrongs done in the past
and build a society that is fair, inclusive, and equal for everyone.

7. Rights and Social Justice:

Ambedkar placed a high value on rights, whether they were civil, political, or social. He

believed that advancing social justice and putting an end to long-standing repressive practises

depended greatly on the rights guaranteed by the Constitution.
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CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES OF DR. BHIM RAO AMBEDKAR:

Due to his radical ideas and unwavering dedication to social reform in a society with many

social classes, Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar had to deal with many problems and controversies

throughout his life. There were many problems he had to deal with, from personal problems caused

by prejudice based on caste to political fights over his vision for an equal India.

1.

Personal Struggles with Caste Discrimination:

Ambedkar personally experienced the worst of caste discrimination because he was born into
the Mahar community, which was seen as a "Untouchable" caste. From school days, where he
wasn't allowed to sit with upper-caste students, to his professional life, where his merit was
often overshadowed by his caste identity, these experiences deeply influenced his resolve to
fight against caste oppression.

Differences with Gandhi:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi were pivotal figures in India's struggle against
colonial rule and social discrimination. While both aimed to uplift the downtrodden, especially
the Dalits, their approaches diverged significantly. Ambedkar, a Dalit himself, emphasized the
need for political and legal remedies to eradicate caste-based discrimination. He championed
separate electorates for Dalits to ensure genuine representation. Gandhi, meanwhile, sought to
integrate Dalits into the broader Hindu community, coining the term "Harijan" or "Children of
God" for them. He viewed separate electorates as divisive. Their contrasting philosophies
reflected deeper disagreements about the caste system's nature and the path to social justice.
Drafting the Constitution and Criticisms:

As the head of the committee that wrote the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar had to deal with
problems from many sides. Some critics said that he was too influenced by Western models.
Others thought he gave unfair advantages to poor communities at the expense of the majority.
Hindu Code Bill Controversy:

Dr. Ambedkar pushed for the Hindu Code Bill, which aimed to make Hindu personal law in
India more clear and more modern. The bill, among other things, tried to improve women's
rights and work toward gender equality. But it got a lot of negative feedback from religious
groups and conservative leaders. Not being able to pass the bill was a big disappointment for
Ambedkar, and it led to him stepping down as Law Minister.

Conversion to Buddhism:

A lot of people were upset when Dr. Ambedkar decided to become a Buddhist. He gave up
Hinduism because he thought it kept caste differences alive. His mass conversion event in
1956, where he embraced Buddhism along with thousands of his followers, was seen by many

as a radical move and was met with mixed reactions.
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6. Political Challenges:

Despite his wealth of knowledge and ability to lead, Ambedkar lost elections, which shows the
problems he faced in politics. His party, the Scheduled Castes Federation, which later changed

its name to the Republican Party of India, had a hard time winning many elections.

DR. AMBEDKAR'S LEGACY AND MODERN-DAY RELEVANCE:

The influence of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar extends beyond textbooks; it is still felt in

contemporary India and throughout the rest of the world as people continue to fight for social justice

and equality. His lasting influence on India's sociopolitical structure and continued importance in

contemporary debate are examples of his visionary leadership and persistent dedication to the ideals

of justice, equality, and brotherhood.

1.

Architect of the Indian Constitution:

The most obvious legacy left by Dr. Ambedkar is the Indian Constitution. He made sure that
social justice, equality, and human rights were incorporated in the Constitution because he was
the primary author of it. As a result, it had one of the most progressive constitutions ever. Every
person is guaranteed fundamental rights and is shielded from unjust treatment by its safeguards
and rights.

Beacon for Marginalized Communities:

For Dalits and other disadvantaged groups in India, Ambedkar is still a very important person.
His focus on education, rights, and self-respect has helped these communities become more
independent and has inspired many people to break down social barriers.

Champion of Women's Rights:

Dr. Ambedkar's work to promote gender equality, especially through the Hindu Code Bill,
paved the way for future changes to women's rights. Women's movements all over India have
been inspired by his talk about how important it is for women to go to school and how they can
help build the country.

Revival of Buddhism in India:

Dr. Ambedkar brought Buddhism back to life in India when he became a Buddhist. His
interpretation of Buddhism, often termed 'Navayana' or 'Ambedkarite Buddhism," has gained a
substantial following, emphasizing rationality, equality, and social justice.

Modern Social Movements:

Many modern social and political movements, especially those fighting for the rights of the
disadvantaged, get ideas from Ambedkar's writings and speeches. The Dalit Panther Movement
in the 1970s, the current Dalit literature wave, and several student movements all stress
Ambedkar's ideas, which shows how important he is even today.

Global Recognition:
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Dr. Ambedkar's work and philosophy are known all over the world, not just in India. His fight
against discrimination based on caste and for human rights have many similarities with civil
rights movements around the world. This has made him a worldwide symbol for social justice.
7. Digital and Pop Culture:
As a result of the problems he faced in politics, Ambedkar lost elections despite his great
knowledge and ability to lead. His political party, the Scheduled Castes Federation, which later
changed its name to the Republican Party of India, had a hard time winning many elections.
CONSTITUTION IS THE BENEFACTION OF DR. BHIM RAO AMBEDKAR

1. Chairman of the Drafting Committee: Dr. Ambedkar was selected as the committee's head,
and it consisted of seven people when the Constitution was being written. This was evidence
of his legal knowledge and dedication to social justice.

2. Social Justice: The fact that Dr. Ambedkar was born into the "untouchable" Mahar caste and
had experienced caste-based persecution directly had a significant impact on how he
interpreted the Constitution. He made certain that it was imbued with the principles of justice,
equality, and brotherhood. He stood out for the rights of the oppressed and saw to it that
discrimination based on religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth was outlawed by the
Constitution.

3. Abolition of Untouchability: Article 17 of the Constitution, which outlawed "untouchability"
in all its forms, was made possible in large part by Dr. Ambedkar.

4. Protection for Minority Rights: In acknowledgement of India's diversity, Dr. Ambedkar
worked to ensure that the Constitution included provisions for the protection of minorities'
rights. The freedoms enjoyed by linguistic and religious minorities to establish and manage
their own educational institutions serve as an example of this.

5. Women's Rights: Dr. Ambedkar was a strong proponent of women's rights. He played a
significant role in ensuring that the Constitution provided equal rights to women in all spheres
of life.

6. Directive Principles of State Policy: These are rules for government that the state should
follow to create a just society. Many of these tenets bear the imprint of Dr. Ambedkar,
including those that advance public welfare, uphold equal justice and free legal assistance,
raise the level of living, and guarantee the physical and mental well-being of employees.

7. Comprehensive and Detailed: One of the most extensive and thorough constitutions in the
world is that of India. The goal of Dr. Ambedkar's vision was to limit the scope for future
modification and interpretation. To guard against future abuse, he wanted the Constitution to
be detailed.

8. Adaptable Nature of the Constitution: According to Dr. Ambedkar, the Constitution should
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be adaptable to changing circumstances. As a result, the clause allowing for modifications

was added, turning the Indian Constitution into a living constitution.

9. Inclusivity: Even in his role as the chairman of the drafting committee, Dr. Ambedkar took a
nonexclusive stance. He solicited comments, critiques, and modifications from a variety of
Constituent Assembly members, ensuring that the Constitution was a group effort.

10. Secularism: In Dr. Ambedkar's vision of India, every person would have equal rights
regardless of their religious affiliation. This ideal is reflected in the Constitution, which
guarantees everyone's right to practise any religion they want without interference from the
government.

Conclusion:

It is abundantly evident that Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar is a significant historical figure and a
symbol of hope and change after reading about his incredible life storey and considering his historical
context, individual journey, philosophical roots, hardships, and enduring impact.

Dr. Ambedkar had a challenging upbringing due to the strict caste system and British colonial
control. He had to cope with discrimination from a young age because he was born into a
marginalised minority. The early experiences he had, however, gave him an unshakable spirit that
would influence his life's work.

The principles of social democracy, equality, and fairness had a profound impact on him and
served as the cornerstone of his ambitious plan to bring about change. His steadfast People today are
still affected by Dr. Ambedkar's work. As the main person who wrote the Indian Constitution, he
made sure that fairness and justice were built into the whole thing. He had an impact on modern
political and social movements that want to end discrimination and make sure everyone has the same
rights.

In this digital age, Dr. Ambedkar's teachings are still relevant in global conversations about
human rights and social justice, as well as in online communities and social media campaigns.
Thoughts have lasting power, and one person can spark change. His legacy shows these possibilities.

In conclusion, Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar's life and work show how determination, intelligence,
and a strong desire for justice can change things. His legacy will always remind us that the fight for
equality and human dignity has no limits, and it continues to inspire people all over the world.
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