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Abstract: 
Srinivasa Ramanujan (1887–1920), the self-taught Indian mathematical genius, made 

extraordinary contributions to various branches of mathematics including number theory, infinite 
series, continued fractions, modular forms, elliptic functions, and special functions. Despite 
negligible formal training and a short life span, he compiled nearly 3,900 results—many identities 
and theorems—many without proofs, which later mathematicians have been engaged in proving and 
extending. This paper provides an analytical study of Ramanujan’s major contributions, situating 
them in the context of the mathematical knowledge of his time, reviewing later developments that 
stemmed from his work, analysing specific key contributions, and drawing conclusions about the 
lasting impact. It discusses the theoretical significance of his work (e.g., partition function 
asymptotics, mock theta functions, Ramanujan conjectures) as well as applications (in mathematical 
physics, computing, cryptography, etc.). The review of literature highlights how later scholars have 
built on Ramanujan’s notebooks, lost notebook, and his collaboration with G.H. Hardy, as well as 
how modern areas such as string theory, moonshine, and renormalization use or are inspired by 
Ramanujan’s results. Findings show that despite occasional lack of rigour or missing proof steps, 
the originality and depth of his results have had broad mathematical and even physical implications. 
The paper ends with suggestions for future research: more systematic study of unproved entries in 
his notebooks; improved exposition of his methods; exploring computational aspects of his series 
and modular forms; and using Ramanujan’s insights in emerging fields (quantum computing, 
complex networks). 
Keywords: Ramanujan; number theory; partition functions; mock theta functions; continued 
fractions; modular forms; infinite series; special functions. 
 

Introduction: 

Srinivasa Aiyangar Ramanujan was born in 1887 in Erode, Tamil Nadu, India, and died in 

1920 at roughly 32 years of age. Over the course of his short life, he produced extraordinary 

mathematics, often working in isolation, with minimal formal training. His work was first noticed by 

G.H. Hardy at Cambridge, who recognized in him raw originality. Ramanujan’s intuition led him to  
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many deep results: for example, asymptotic formulae for the partition function, nearly exact but rapid 

series for π, identities for modular forms, the discovery of mock theta functions, and many other 

results in analytic number theory and special function theory. 

This paper seeks to survey and analyze his contributions, drawing from primary sources (his 

notebooks, published papers), secondary literature, and recent works demonstrating application of his 

ideas. The research questions include: Which of Ramanujan’s contributions have had the greatest 

theoretical influence? How have his ideas been extended, proved, or applied in later mathematics? 

What gaps remain, especially among unproved results? And in what ways can his legacy inform 

current and future research? 

Review of Literature: 

1. Early Biographical and Mathematical Surveys: 

o Britannica provides summaries of his work in number theory, infinite series, 

partitions. (Encyclopedia Britannica) 

o “The legacy of Srinivasa Ramanujan” by Murty & Murty in The Hindu gives a 

panoramic view of his essential contributions. (The Hindu) 

2. Studies on his notebooks and “lost notebook”: 

o His notebooks (and especially the Lost Notebook) contain hundreds of formulas 

without proofs; many have been subsequently proved. (Wikipedia) 

o Works by Bruce C. Berndt and others have systematically gone through his 

notebooks, proving many entries, explaining context. (See e.g. Collected Papers of 

Ramanujan) 

3. Modern Analytical and Theoretical Extensions: 

o Papers on mock theta functions, modular forms, and their applications in string 

theory, black hole physics, moonshine. (arXiv) 

o Ramanujan’s influence on renormalization and analytic continuation (divergent 

series) in physics. (arXiv) 

o Studies on applications in computing: Ramanujan graphs, approximations of π using 

his series. (arXiv) 

4. On his Methodology, Intuition, Creativity: 

o The creative process: how he often produced results without proofs, relying on deep 

intuition; what this says about mathematical cognition. (creativityjournals.com) 

o Comparative works discussing Ramanujan’s context: what mathematical knowledge 

he had through accessible books like Carr’s Synopsis of Elementary Results in Pure 

and Applied Mathematics. (The Hindu) 

5. Critical Comments and Gaps: 
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o Some of his claims in notebooks remain unproven; some identities are later found to 

rely on unstated assumptions. 

o A literature gap: less is so far known about how he discovered many of his identities, 

what internal logic he used, especially for the more exotic series. 

Analysis: 

In this section, I analyze several key areas of Ramanujan’s contribution in detail: number 

theory & partitions; infinite series & π formulas; mock theta functions; continued fractions; modular 

forms & elliptic functions; divergent series and special functions. 

Number Theory & Partitions: 

 Partition Function: Ramanujan, often in collaboration with Hardy, gave asymptotic 

formulae for p(n), the number of partitions of an integer n. He discovered congruences such 

as (p(5n + 4) \equiv 0 \pmod{5}), (p(7n + 5) \equiv 0 \pmod{7}), and (p(11n + 6) \equiv 0 

\pmod{11}). These congruences were surprising and have deep connections with modular 

forms. 

 Prime‐related contributions: He defined Ramanujan primes; studied highly composite 

numbers; he also built results around tau function τ(n), divisor sums, etc. 

Infinite Series, π Formulas, and Approximations: 

 Ramanujan produced extremely fast‐converging series for (1/π), which later were used in 

computer algorithms for computing digits of π efficiently. These include series involving 

hypergeometric functions, modular equations. 

 His infinite series for functions like exponential, theta functions, and his identities connecting 

them are profound. 

Mock Theta Functions: 

 One of his later innovations. Introduced in his last letters from India to Hardy, mock theta 

functions eluded full understanding until many decades later, and only relatively recently 

have they been placed in the framework of harmonic Maass forms. They show how 

Ramanujan anticipated modern developments. 

Continued Fractions: 

 Ramanujan discovered many new and unexpected continued fraction expansions, often 

highly nontrivial, some giving approximations to algebraic numbers or transcendental 

numbers. 

 He also found relations between continued fractions and modular transformations, elliptic 

integrals. 

Modular Forms, Elliptic Functions, and Special Functions: 

 His work on modular equations is extensive; many of his transformation formulas are very  
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deep. 

 Elliptic functions, elliptic integrals: Ramanujan gave many integral formulas, product 

expansions, etc., often skipping steps but leaving results that stimulated later formal 

investigation. 

 Special functions: Gamma function, hypergeometric series, theta functions; many results in 

his notebooks relate different series, integrals, and product formulas. 

Divergent Series and Analytic Continuation: 

 Although some of his series are formally divergent (or conditionally convergent), Ramanujan 

assigned values (e.g. using analytic continuation), sometimes in ways that seemed “out of 

nowhere” but later fit into modern analytic theories (e.g. zeta function regularization). 

Explanation (Deeper Insight into Selected Contributions): 

Here I explain in more detail two or three of his selected contributions to illuminate how they work, 

their mathematical content, and why they are so powerful. 

1. Partition Congruences and Modular Forms: 

The congruences for partition function p(n) derive from identities in modular forms. For 

example, his discovery that (p(5n + 4) ≡ 0 \pmod{5}) is connected to the fact that the 

generating function for p(n), (\displaystyle \sum_{n=0}^\infty p(n)q^n = \prod_{m=1}^\infty 

(1 − q^m)^{-1}), transforms in particular ways under modular substitution. Later proofs by 

Hardy, Ramanujan, Rademacher (circle method) extended this to exact formula for p(n). 

2. Mock Theta Functions: 

Ramanujan’s mock theta functions are q-series (power series in q) having properties 

suggestive of modular forms but failing some of the strict modularity conditions. Their 

“mock” nature resisted formal classification until the theory of harmonic Maass forms more 

completely described them in the 21st century. For example, the coefficients of mock theta 

functions turn out to encode deep combinatorial or number‐theoretic information, and their 

modular completion gives transformation behavior under modular group actions. 

3. Series for 1/π 

One of the famous Ramanujan series: 

[\frac{1}{\pi} = \frac{2\sqrt{2}}{9801} \sum_{k=0}^\infty \frac{(4k)! (1103 + 26390 

k)}{(k!)^4 396^{4k}}] 

This series converges extremely rapidly: each term adds about eight extra digits of π. It uses 

modular forms of signature (for example, the modular parameter associated with elliptic 

integrals) and hypergeometric functions. This result has modern computational importance 

(used in high‐precision π calculations). 

Findings: 
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From the above analysis and literature review, several findings emerge: 

1. Originality Despite Limited Resources: 

Ramanujan’s mathematical output is remarkable especially given his limited formal 

education, scarce access to current research, and working alone. Many of his results were 

ahead of his time in terms of anticipating later mathematical frameworks. 

2. Proof Gaps But Provable Results: 

Many theorems or identities he stated without proof have now been proved; though some 

purported results remain unproved or only partially understood. His lack of proof writing 

sometimes made verification difficult but did not diminish the importance of the result. 

3. Broad Reach and Interdisciplinary Applications: 

His work not only advanced pure mathematics but also found later applications: in 

mathematical physics (black hole entropy, string theory), in computational methods (efficient 

π series), in combinatorics and q‐series, in statistical mechanics via Rogers‐Ramanujan 

identities 

4. Long Latency in Understanding Some Contributions: 

Some of his more exotic ideas (mock theta functions, many entries in the lost notebook) were 

only fully understood or properly framed many decades after his death. Thus his legacy is 

dynamic, still growing. 

5. Inspirational Value: 

More than just theorems, his life and method (intuition, experimentation, sense of pattern) are 

a model for mathematical creativity; inspiring learning, teaching, research especially in 

“found‐mathematics” and theory building. 

Suggestions (Future Directions) 

Based on the gaps found and the impact, the following suggestions are made for future 

research and educational work: 

1. Systematic Examination of Unproved Results: 

Many entries in his notebooks remain unproved. A concentrated program (team or centre of 

researchers) to examine, attempt proofs, find connections is valuable. 

2. Better Documentation of His Methods/Intuition: 

Efforts to reconstruct Ramanujan’s reasoning (for example via letters, notebooks, 

comparisons) could provide insight into mathematical creativity, which may in turn help 

pedagogy. 

3. Computational Exploration: 

Use modern computational tools to explore his series (e.g. for π), continued fractions, 

modular identities; possibly discover new analogous identities inspired by Ramanujan’s style. 
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4. Applications in Modern Physics and Interdisciplinary Fields: 

Continue to investigate how Ramanujan’s mock theta functions, partition theory, modular 

and q-series apply in string theory, black hole thermodynamics, statistical mechanics, 

quantum computing. 

5. Educational Implementations: 

Incorporate Ramanujan’s work into curriculum not just as history, but as active mathematical 

content – exploring some of his identities, modular forms, partitions – even at undergraduate 

levels, to stimulate curiosity and understanding. 

6. Archiving and Access to Manuscripts: 

Ensure that all of Ramanujan’s notebooks, lost notebook manuscripts, letters are well 

preserved, digitised, and made accessible to scholars worldwide. 

Conclusion: 

Srinivasa Ramanujan’s contributions to mathematics are profound, spanning multiple 

subfields: number theory; infinite series; continued fractions; modular forms; elliptic functions; 

special functions; mock theta functions; and divergent series. His original insights have resonated far 

beyond his life, influencing both pure theoretical mathematics and applied areas. While some of his 

work was lacking rigorous proofs or precise records of method, subsequent mathematicians have 

largely validated his formulas, and many more await understanding. His style of creativity, his 

intuitive leaps, and his ability to see patterns have inspired generations. With modern tools and 

interdisciplinary interests, much more remains to be explored in his legacy. 
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